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President:   Warwick Brisbane  
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Presidents Report 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 19
th

 October at the AMRA clubrooms at Glen Iris.  All 

the incumbent committee members were re-elected unopposed. 
 

The Ken Elder Trophy was awarded to Geoff Crow for his outstanding work on rolling stock and 

locomotives. 

 

We are not only holding our own on membership, but are gaining new members, which is 

gratifying to see. 

 

Work has commenced on the renewal of Glen Evans station, with Ian Cole preparing the 

baseboard for the new goods shed and sidings.  We look forward to seeing this station completed 

in the coming year, and members taking on the other stations so we can complete the layout. 

 

We encourage members to come to the club rooms more regularly to see the work which is being 

done, and more importantly, to keep the trains running! 
 
 
 
Happy modeling, 
 
Warwick Brisbane 
President 
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What’s Happening 

 
FROM THE SECRETARY 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
This year’s AGM was held on 19th October at the AMRA club rooms, Glen Iris.  Thirteen 
members were present, and nine apologies were received.  The main items discussed were: 
 
Exhibition layout.  It was noted that we need a new exhibition layout, displaying our 
specialties, and showing how we operate on running nights, with a timetable, bells and 
signals.  A video would also be useful to accompany the layout.  The committee will discuss 
this further, and will consider any ideas put forward by members, so please let us know what 
you think about the proposal. 
 
We will be attending Sandown in 2013, but more members are needed to man the exhibit.  It 
is our major tool for recruiting members, and we need more than the faithful three or four of 
us in attendance to the three days.  It is to be held on 9th to 11th March, so please set aside 
half a day NOW!! 
 
Running nights.  The committee has had to change its meeting night to the first Tuesday, so 
running will now be: 
 
Tuesday – the second, fourth and fifth Tuesdays.  The other Tuesdays are work nights. 
 
Friday – all Fridays except the fifth (which remains a work night). 
 
Layout scenery.  Richard Stephens presented the scenery brief for the Billegulla area, noting 
that we have a marvelous layout thanks to the work done over the years by the members. 
 
Nine scenery areas have been created, and the idea is that members will take on an area 
and work to finish the scenery in that area.  Four areas have been allocated, and volunteers 
are needed for the remaining five areas.  This is a wonderful initiative to move the layout 
towards completion, so please put your hand up and assist. 
 
Faulty rolling stock.  A box has been placed in the workshop area for rolling stock which is 
causing trouble on the layout.  A “Not to Go” sticker should be attached detailing the problem 
so that it can be attended to.  Faulty rolling stock, e.g. persistently uncoupling, should be 
removed from the layout rather than wasting time trying to make it work. 
 
Paying membership fees.  The meeting agreed that direct debit should be offered for 
payment of fees next year, and a suitable note will be added to the membership renewal 
form. 
 
Ken Elder Trophy.  The Ken Elder Trophy for 2012 was presented to Geoff Crow in 
recognition of the substantial amount of work and contribution to the club in the maintenance 
of couplers and wheel sets, casting of loads for our wagons, and selling surplus rolling stock 
on eBay.  Congratulations Geoff! 
 
Elections to the Committee.  The positions up for election this year were: 
 
President – Warwick Brisbane was re-elected unopposed. 
Treasurer – Reg Roberts was re-elected unopposed. 
Committee members –Mark Johnson and Ben Smith were elected unopposed 
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Fees.  The committee recommended no increase in fees this year. 
 
Fees for the next year (which are due on 31 March 2013) will be: full members $80.00 and 
holding members $13.00, with junior members half these fees. 
 
 
Assistant Way & Works Engineer 
 
The Committee appointed Richard Stephens as Assistant Way & Works Engineer so that he 
can progress the plans for the layout which he prepared and have been accepted by the 
committee. 
 
Yearend functions 

 
Our traditional yearend dinner will be held at Sofia’s on Tuesday 11th December, and our 
break up running night with supper will be on 21st December. 
 
Please see the programme in this Callboard for details of these functions, and to see when 
the clubrooms will be closed over the Christmas / New Year period. 
 
 
David Patrick  
Secretary 
 
 
 

 
 

New Pacific National units 9301 and 9302 work a Brisbane – Melbourne container train 
through Wingello on the Southern Highlands of NSW on Sunday 30 September 2012. 
Photo – David Patrick 
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Deserted Islands 
 

 
One day a man decided to retire... 
 
He booked himself on a South Pacific cruise and proceeded to have the time of his life, until 
the ship sank. 
He soon found himself on an island with no other people, no supplies, nothing, only bananas 
and coconuts. 
 
After about four months, he is lying on the beach one day when the most gorgeous woman 
he has ever seen rows up to the shore. In disbelief, he asks, "Where did you come from? 
How did you get here?" 
 
She replies, "I rowed over from the other side of the island where I landed when my cruise 
ship sank." 
"Amazing," he notes. "You were really lucky to have a row boat wash up with you." 
 
"Oh this thing?" explains the woman. “I made the boat out of some raw materials I found on 
the island. The oars were whittled from gum tree branches. I wove the bottom from palm tree 
branches, and the sides and stern came from a Eucalyptus tree." 
 
"But, where did you get the tools?" 
 
"Oh that was no problem, “replied the woman. On the south side of the island, a very unusual 
stratum of alluvial rock is exposed. I found that if I fired it to a certain temperature in my kiln, 
it melted into ductile iron, I then used to make tools and used the tools to make the 
hardware." 
 
The guy is stunned. 
 
"Let’s row over to my place," she says. So, after a short time of rowing, she docks the boat at 
a small wharf. As the man looks to shore, he nearly falls off the boat. Before him is a long 
stone walk leading to an exquisite bungalow painted blue and white. While the woman ties 
up the rowboat with an expertly woven hemp rope, the man can only stare ahead, dumb 
struck. As they walk into the house, she says casually, "It’s not much, but I call it home. Sit 
down, please." 
 
"Would you like a drink?" 
 
"No! No thank you," the man blurts out, still dazed. "I can’t take another drop of coconut 
juice." 
 
"It’s not coconut juice," winks the woman." I have a still. How would you like a Pinna 
Colada?" 
 
Trying to hide his amazement, the man accepts, and they sit down on her couch to talk. After 
they exchange their individual survival stories, the woman announces, I'm going to slip into 
something more comfortable. Would you like to take a shower and shave? There’s a razor in 
the bathroom cabinet upstairs." 
 
No longer questioning anything, the man goes upstairs into the bathroom. There, in the 
cabinet is a razor made from a piece of tortoise bone. Two shells honed to a hollow ground 
edge are fastened on to its end inside a swivel mechanism. 
 
"This woman is amazing," he muses. “What’s next?" When he returns, she greets him 
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wearing nothing but some small flowers on tiny vines, each strategically positioned, she 
smelled faintly of gardenias. She then beckons for him to sit down next to her. 
 
"Tell me," she begins suggestively, slithering closer to him, “we’ve both been out here for 
many months. You must have been lonely. There’s something I’m certain you feel like doing 
right now, something you’ve been longing for, right?" She stares into his eyes. 
 
He can’t believe what he’s hearing. “You   mean ........" he swallows excitedly as tears start to 
form in his eyes, 
 
"You’ve built a Model Railway?"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Just like this one!!!!!!! 
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How l Built My 

 
 

By David Patrick 
 
This is the third article in a series in which members can describe how they built their 
models, layouts, layout rooms, or whatever they build.   
 
Life member Warwick Brisbane has built locomotives and passenger cars from scratch over 
many years, and runs them regularly on the club layout.  This article tells how he built his H 
class steam loco. 
 
 
VICTORIAN RAILWAYS H CLASS LOCOMOTIVE 
 
The H class locomotives were designed to replace ageing A2 class locomotives on the 
Overland services to Adelaide.  A powerful locomotive was required to eliminate double 
heading, and to be able to haul a load of 550 tons up the 10 mile, 1 in 48 grade of Ingliston 
Bank at 20 mph.  There are many difficult sections between Melbourne and Ballarat, and 
Pacific type locomotives as used on the North East line to Wodonga were not necessarily 
suited to the Western line. 
 
Construction of three H class locomotives commenced at Newport in 1939, however, only 
one, H220, was completed due to wartime restrictions on manufacturing resources.  It went 
into service on 7 February 1941, and was retired in 1958, after a life hauling passenger and 
goods trains on the North East line to Wodonga.  It is preserved at the ARHS’s Williamstown 
museum. 
 
Warwick built his model in 1971 to 4mm scale, and as testament to his high standards of 
workmanship, it won a prize at AMRA’s Camberwell exhibition. 
 
 

 
 
Warwick Brisbane’s scratch built H220 stands at Allandale ready to depart on another heavy 
goods train. 
 
 
The first step in scratch building is to have a plan of the subject, and as plans of H220 to 
4mm scale were not available, Warwick obtained an O scale outline drawing from The Model 
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Dockyard, and re-drew it to 4mm scale.  Fortunately, as the locomotive is preserved, 
Warwick was able to photograph and take measurements of details which were not shown 
on the drawing. 
 
The chassis was constructed in the usual manner from 1.6mm brass sheet with turned 
spacers, and it features sprung driving wheel axles (except for the axle which connects to the 
motor). 
 
The driving wheels are Romford, with other proprietary wheels used for the pony and trailing 
trucks and for the tender.  The locomotive picks up on both sides, and each of the tender 
bogies picks up on one side only.  There is no way that this loco will stall on paintwork! 
 
The prototype is a three cylinder locomotive, as were the S class locos.  The Gresley 
conjugating valve gear used on the S class was maintenance intensive, and so a Henschel 
und Sohn conjugated valve gear mechanism was used to drive the middle cylinder.  This is 
driven from the combination levers of the Walschaerts valve gear.  Warwick has modeled the 
visible parts of this mechanism. 
 
The motor is a 5 pole Pittman open frame motor with a Pittman gearbox. 
 
The bogies for the tender were cast in type metal from a silicon rubber mold which was in 
turn produced from a pattern made by Warwick.  The bogie for the trailing truck of the loco 
was fabricated from brass. 
 
The boiler was rolled from brass sheet, and cab and tender were fabricated from brass.  The 
detail applied by Warwick extends to the rivets on the tender sides which were applied using 
a made up punch, indexed so that a consistent spacing could be achieved. 
 
The twin funnels were turned from solid brass, and other detail items such as the headlight, 
whistle, power reverser and safety valve are Cal Scale lost wax castings obtained from The 
Model Dockyard. 
 
The final touch was the number plates, which were made using Letraset. 
 
Warwick has recently given the loco a tune up, and it is running very nicely.  It is a credit to 
Warwick’s engineering skills. 
 
A new model of the H class is being produced by Trainbuilder, and should be available soon, 
so if you need an H class, and don’t have engineering skills, this may be for you! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 

 

 
Ed’s Bits 

 

 

 

If you have an article, picture, or item of 
interest for the Call Board please email it to 
me at andrewjmanser@bigpond.com or pass 
it onto the secretary. 

For all the latest happenings and up to date 
information please refer to our Web site. 

www.mmrs.org.au 

 
 
Greetings from Perth 
 
In November l was lucky enough to get a couple of days off, so my partner and l went for a 
few days in Southern Western Australia to a town called Denmark. On our way home we 
travelled along the coast road to a town called Pemberton. Whilst in Pemberton l came 
across a Railway Preservation Society so naturally l stopped to take a few shots. I hope you 
enjoy the photographs. Yes the photograph above is one from Pemberton. 
  
 

 
 
 
Two rail cars used for tourist rides along the old timber lines. 
 
 
Photograph by Andrew Manser November 2012 Pemberton WA. 
 

 

mailto:andrewjmanser@bigpond.com
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ED’s Bits Continued 

 

 

This locomotive was built by Beyer, Peacock & Co Ltd, Manchester, 1911 
  

 
  
Outside Pemberton Station looking back a V1213 

  
Photographs by Andrew Manser November 2012 
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY 
 

PROGRAMME DECEMBER 2012 
JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2013 

 
 

Tuesday  Friday  
      
December 2012  December 2012  

      

4 
Work night 

Committee meeting
 

 7 Timetable 4 running DP 

11 
Dinner at Sofia’s – 
Timetable running 

 14 
Timetable running 

Theme – British 
RS 

18 Work night  21 
Social evening – running, Xmas 

breakup, supper.  Theme – red 

& green locos 

MJ 

25 Clubrooms closed
 

 28 Clubrooms closed
 

 

 
 
January 2013  January 2013  

1 Clubrooms closed
 

 4 Timetable running WB 

8 Timetable running  11 Timetable 4 running HR 

15 Work night  18 Timetable running BS 

22 Timetable running  25 
Timetable 4 running  

Theme Victorian 
MH 

29 Timetable running    DP 

 
 
February 2013  February 2013  

   1 Timetable 4 running DP 

5 
Work night 

Committee meeting
 

 8 Timetable running RS 

12 Timetable running  15 
Timetable running.     

Knowledge sharing –  
MMRS Signals 

MJ 

19 Work night  22 
Timetable running  Theme 

American 
WB 

26 Timetable running     

 
 


